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Girl of the Limberlost

Author: Gene Stratton-Porter

Assignments – Part I 

Chapters 1-12

By: Elaine Ernst Schneider 

(Note: If you do not have a dictionary that you like, I recommend Merriam-Webster's School Dictionary.  One source for purchase of this dictionary is found online at: http://www.lessontutor.com/ltcreate9home.html .)

Chapter 1

Synopsis from the text:

Elnora goes to high school and learns many lessons not found in her books.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
debris      

In Context:
“From the debris in the end of a hollow log, she took a key that unlocked the padlock of a large weather beaten old box…” (p.4)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
pretense

In Context:
“Behind her lay the land which she had been born to drudgery and a mother who made no pretense of loving her…” (p.5)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
culvert

In Context: “At the bridge crossing a deep culvert at the suburbs she glanced around, and then kneeling, she thrust the lunch box between the foundation and the flooring.” (p. 5)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
invariably

In Context:
“’Almost invariably country pupils do good work.’” (p.6)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
bevy
In Context:
“Then a burst from the orchestra nerved her while a bevy of daintily clad, sweet-smelling … happy young girls pushed her forward.”  (p.7)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

6.    The Word:
    implore
In Context:
“Again and again she implored that prayer, and before she realized what was coming, everyone had risen and the room was emptying rapidly.” (p.8)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
patronymic

In Context:
“One tiny curl added to the top of the first curve of the ‘m’ in her name had transformed it from a good old English patronymic that any girl might bear proudly to Cornstock.” (p.11)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.    The Word:
    disperse
In Context:
“Noon came at last, and she kept with the others until they dispersed on the sidewalk.” (p.12)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.    The Word:
    jest
In Context:
“She was so abnormally self-conscious (that) she fancied all the hundreds of that laughing throng … jested at her.” (p.12)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.    The Word:
inadvertently
In Context:  “She never could live down the movement that went through the class when she inadvertently revealed the fact that she expected her books to be furnished.” (p.14)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

11.    The Word:
mortification

In Context:
“Oh, the shame, the mortification!” (p.15)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

12.    The Word:
    avert
In Context:
“She must go home to feed chickens, calves, and pigs, wear calico and coarse shoes, and pass a library with averted head all her life.”  (p.15)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

13.    The Word:
meditatively   (You may have to look up meditate.)

In Context:
“’Oh, I don’t know as you are so dratted poor,’ said Sinton meditatively.”  (p.17)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

14.    The Word:
articulate     (Be sure to look up the adjective, not the verb.)

In Context:
“He swallowed hard on bitter words and changed the thing he would have said three times before it became articulate.”  (p.18)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

15.    The Word:
    quagmire
In Context:
“I’ve heard her out at the edge of that quagmire calling in them wild spells of hers off and on for the last sixteen years...”  (pp.19-20)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

16.    The Word:
    caricature
In Context:
“’Yes, funny! A regular caricature,’ answered Elnora.”  (p.22)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

Elnora was judged by her appearance rather than by who she was on the “inside.” Write a paragraph (at least 100 words) telling your thoughts on evaluations that are based on outward “first impressions.” Your ideas can relate specifically to Girl of the Limberlost or to people in today’s world. 

Chapter 2

Synopsis:

Wesley and Margaret go shopping.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
indignation      

In Context:
“Wesley Sinton walked down the road a half mile and turned in at the lane leading to his home. His heart was hot and filled with indignation.”  (p.26)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
diphtheria

In Context:
“They both died of diphtheria when they were little…”  (p.28)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
hackled 

In Context: “Elnora’s hair is bright and wavy, but yours is silky as hackled flax.” (p. 30)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
flax

In Context: “Elnora’s hair is bright and wavy, but yours is silky as hackled flax.” (p. 30)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
indifference
In Context:
“Had there been a strange girl among them, and had she been overlooked and passed by with indifference because she was so very shabby?”  (p.30)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________  

6.    The Word:
    tremulously
In Context:
“’I am afraid she will be awful mad,’ said Margaret Sinton tremulously.” (p.32)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
graphically

In Context:
“’She’ll just rip!’ replied Wesley graphically.” (p.32)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.    The Word:
   fractious 
In Context:
“’But if she wants to leave the raising of her girl to the neighbors, she needn’t get fractious if they take some pride in doing a good job.’” (p.32)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.    The Word:
    genteel 
In Context:
“’Might be a couple of books, or drawing tools, or most anything that’s neat and genteel.’” (p.36)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

none

Chapter 3

Synopsis from the text:

Elnora finds a way to purchase her books.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
perplexity     

In Context:
“Her perplexity as to where tuition and books were to come from was worse, but she did not feel quite so badly.”  (p.39)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
balm

In Context:
“The only balm the girl could see for the humiliation of yesterday was to appear that day with a set of new books.”  (p.40)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
humiliation 

In Context:
“The only balm the girl could see for the humiliation of yesterday was to appear that day with a set of new books.”  (p.40)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
proprietor

In Context: “’I’ll ask the proprietor,’ he said.” (p. 40)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
canvass
In Context:
“Should she stay from school that day and canvass the homes appearing to belong to the wealthy, and try to sell beds of wild ferns…”  (p.41)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________  

6.    The Word:
    brogans
In Context:
“It seemed as if Elnora’s gasp of relief must have reached the soles of her brogans.” (p.43)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
lank

In Context:
“As the professor was lank, tow-haired and so near-sighted that he peered at his pupils through spectacles, no one ever had.” (p.43)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.    The Word:
   garret 
In Context:
“In her garret, she could commit them to memory, if need be.” (p.44)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.    The Word:
    wainscoting
In Context:
“Elnora followed down the hall and entered a long room with high paneled wainscoting, old English fireplace with an overmantel and closets of peculiar china…” (p.45)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.    The Word:
covertly
In Context:
“At a bare table of oak, yellow as gold, sat a woman Elnora often had watched and followed covertly around the Limberlost.” (p.45)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

11.    The Word:
    quaver
In Context:
“’What if they are not pinned right?’ quavered Elnora.” (p.47)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

12.    The Word:
    exquisite
In Context:
“’…the people who write books that help, make exquisite music, carve statues…’” (p.49)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

13.    The Word:
    tormentor 
In Context:
“’Dig into the books and before long you will hear yesterday’s tormentors boasting that they were once classmates of yours.’” (p.50)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

Consider this quote from the book:  “What you are lies with you.” Write a paragraph discussing what you think this means. Be sure to make reference to the quote. (Don’t just start out: This quote means … What quote? Identify the quote first thing. Then expand your thoughts on the quote’s meaning.)

Chapter 4

Synopsis:

The Sintons are disappointed but Kate Comstock remembers how to laugh.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
philosophical     

In Context:
“’I don’t either,’ said Wesley philosophically, ‘but she’s got to take it some way.’”  (p.53)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
diplomatic

In Context:
“He had been so busy framing diplomatic speeches to make to Mrs. Comstock that sleep had little chance with him.  (p.53)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
plausible

In Context: “…he was perspiring, and every plausible and convincing speech had fled his brain.” (p. 53)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
sneer

In Context: “’And it’s such a simple little matter, so dead easy, and all so between old friends like, that you can’t look above your boots while you explain it,’ sneered Mrs. Comstock.” (p. 54)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
twitted 
In Context:
“’…she couldn’t hide how she’d been laughed at, twitted, and run face to face against the fact that there was books and tuition, unexpected, and nothing will  ever make me believe you didn’t know that, Kate Comstock.”  (p.55)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________  

6.    The Word:
              mortify

In Context:
“’You mean you’ll let Elnora go like a beggar, and hurt and mortify her past bearing…’” (p.56)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
apprehension

In Context:
“That quieted Margaret’s apprehension a little, though she had some doubts.” (p.58)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.    The Word:
   entail
In Context:
“If that did not entail too much work, it could be completed in two hours.” (p.58)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.    The Word:
    retort
In Context:
“Oh, no, you are not!’ retorted Margaret.” (p.65)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.    The Word:
dubious

In Context:
“’They seem just a trifle large, maybe,’ said Elnora dubiously, and Wesley got down to feel.” (p.67)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

11.    The Word:
    sheen
In Context:
“As the hair began to dry, it billowed out in a sparkling sheen that caught the light and gleamed and flashed.” (p.67)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

12.    The Word:
    concede
In Context:
“’…I don’t suppose it cuts much ice whether it’s tied a little tighter or looser,’ conceded Mrs. Comstock.” (p.69)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

13.      The Word:
    contemplate
In Context:
“Elnora sank into a chair because she couldn’t stand any longer and contemplated her toe.” (p.70)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

14.    The Word:
    incessant
In Context:
“Elnora chattered incessantly, Wesley and Margaret talked all they could, while Mrs. Comstock said a word now and then, which was all she ever did.” (p.71)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

15.      The Word:
    draught   (Look for a definition that talks about air or a breeze.)

In Context:
“A stiff draught swept the attic, for it stretched the length of the cabin, and had a window in each end.” (p.76)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

16. The Word:  dismantle (Look for a definition that has to do with taking off a coat 

                                                  or other outer clothing.)

In Context:
“She stood for minute looking at the stars, the sky, and the dark outline of the straggling trees of the rapidly dismantling Limberlost.” (p.76)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

17.      The Word:
    hulking
In Context:
“In the Limberlost the hulking figure of a man slouched down the trail.” (p.77)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

18.      The Word:
    keen
In Context:
“His keen eyes discovered the roll of bills hastily thrust back in the bottom of the case.” (p.77)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

19.      The Word:
    elevation
In Context:
“The elevation shut off his view. Then he remembered the great willow tree … (and) swung himself up.” (p.79)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

20.      The Word:
    lithograph
In Context:
“He could see the narrow bed with its pieced calico cover, the white-washed walls with gay lithographs, and every crevice stuck full of twigs with dangling cocoons.” (p.79)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

21.      The Word:
    crevice
In Context:
“He could see the narrow bed with its pieced calico cover, the white-washed walls with gay lithographs, and every crevice stuck full of twigs with dangling cocoons.” (p.79)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

Write a paragraph telling why Kate laughed. Be sure your paragraph is at least 100 words.

Chapter 5

Synopsis from the text:

Elnora receives a warning and Billy appears on the scene.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
quake    

In Context:      “Her heart quaked at the thought of how her mother would arrange that bow, but Elnora dared not refuse. The offer was too precious.”  (p.82)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
query

In Context:
“’If I pull it down till it comes tight in these creases where she had it, it will be just right won’t it?’ queried Mrs. Comstock...”  (p.83)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
guimpe     (Also spelled gimp.)

In Context:     “She caught up the money and the note, thrust them into her guimpe, locked the case , and ran for the road.” (p. 86)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
obsidian

In Context: “’Ten cents for any common perfect one, fifty for revolvers, a dollar for obsidian, and whatever is right for enormous big ones.’” (p. 89)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
mite 
In Context:
“He was a mite of a boy, nothing but skin-covered bones, his burned, freckled face in a mortar of tears and dust…”  (p.90)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________  

6.    The Word:
              inconspicuous

In Context: “… she looked so like everyone else that she was … inconspicuous. ” (p.93)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
incredulous

In Context:   “Someone muttered, ‘Pardon me,’ but incredulous faces greeted her.” (p.93)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.    The Word:
   amiable
In Context:
“…Sadie Reed had not felt amiable, when the little flourish had been added to Elnora’s name in the algebra class.” (p.96)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.    The Word:
    toque 
In Context:
“’Why…whose hat is it? … it’s beautiful, especially the quills…I wanted them for a twenty-dollar velvet toque to match my new suit.’” (pp. 96-97)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.    The Word:
moult     (Also spelled molt.)

In Context:
“’Phoebe Simms’s peacocks are the only ones within miles of Onabasha, and they moult but once a year.’” (p.67)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

In this chapter, Elnora finds the note in her case from Pete. When she asks Mr. Sinton to interpret its meaning, this is what he says:


‘It means some beast who doesn’t really want to harm you


has got his eye on you, and he is telling you, plain as he can, 


not to give him a chance.’

Write a paragraph (at least 100 words) discussing the heart of  Pete. Why did he write the note? Why did he climb the tree in the first place? Do you think his thinking toward Elnora changed when he heard her praying? How? Why did he replace Elnora’s money into the case? Do you think Mr. Sinton’s guess that the writer of the note would hurt Elnora was right? Why or why not? Entitle your paper:  The Heart of Pete.

Chapter 6

Synopsis from the text:

Mrs. Comstock indulges in ‘frills’ and Billy reappears.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
loaf    

In Context:      “Elder members (of a gang) who had escaped the law … met in the thickest of the few remaining fast places of the swamp to drink gamble, and loaf.”  (p.99)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
proximity

In Context:
“Was that the first time he had been in such proximity?”  (p.99)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
hew
In Context:     “There was no way anyone could have reached it without a ladder, for the logs were hewed and mortar filled the cracks even.” (p. 102)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
adhere

In Context: “There was no mistake about small particles of black swamp muck adhering to the sides of the tree.” (p. 102)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
palatable 
In Context:
“No lunch was ever daintier or more palatable…”  (p.105)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________  

6.    The Word:
           speculative

In Context: “He hitched at the string which held his trousers and eyed Elnora speculatively. ” (p.107)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
succinct

In Context:   “’Then Belle’s no lady!’ said Billy succinctly.” (p.108)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.    The Word:
   ornamental
In Context:
“’I never had anything that was so strictly ornamental!’” (p.109)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.    The Word:
    pedigree 
In Context:
“The dog accepted it graciously, and being a pedigreed beast, he trotted around to a side porch and laid the bologna before his mistress.” (p. 109)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.    The Word:
linger
In Context:
“Mr. Brownlee lingered at the table after the girls had excused themselves and returned to school.” (p.111)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

11.    The Word:
repression
In Context:
“’It has been an unusual case of repression, for one thing. She waits on her elders and thinks before she speaks,’ said Mrs. Brownlee.” (p.112)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

12.    The Word:
lumbering
In Context:      “’…dress almost touching the floor and big, lumbering shoes.’” (p.112)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

13.    The Word:
introspective
In Context:
“Ellen looked at her introspectively.” (p.113)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

14.    The Word:
rift
In Context:
“There was just one little rift in her joy.”  (p.113)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

15.    The Word:
mire
In Context:
“’There you are apt to get tolled father into the swamp than you intend to go and you might mire or something.’” (p.114)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

16.    The Word:
squab
In Context:
“There were preserved strawberries in the cup, potato salad with mint and cucumber in the dish, and a beautifully browned squab from the stable loft.” (p.116)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

17.    The Word:
alacrity
In Context:
“The children said ‘Good morning!’ with alacrity, and another paper parcel lay conspicuous.” (p.117)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

18.    The Word:
ravenous
In Context:
“…the dog sniffed ravenously at the lunch box...” (p.117)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

19.    The Word:
manifestation
In Context:
“She wanted with this lunch to try to absorb what she felt must be an expression of some sort from her mother, and if it was not a manifestation of love, she did not know what to think it.” (p.117)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

20.    The Word:
tempestuous
In Context:
“With awful eyes Billy stared and swore tempestuously. Elnora caught him and clapped her hand over the little mouth.” (p.118)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

21.    The Word:
consolation
In Context:
“Then Billy…fled sobbing into Elnora’s new blue skirt. She stooped to meet him and consolation began.” (p.119)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

22.    The Word:
nougat 
In Context:
“A box of candy was handed her and she stuffed every corner of the lunch box with chocolates and nougat.” (p.120)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

23.    The Word:
abutment
In Context:
“Ellen wiped her fingers, stepped to the cement abutment and began reciting ‘Horatio at the Bridge’ substituting Elnora whenever the hero appeared in the lines.” (p.121)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

24.    The Word:
initiation
In Context:
“Elnora did not know it, but that was her initiation. She belonged to ‘the crowd.’” (p.121)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

A metaphor is a direct comparison. For example, to say “Sam is a pig when he eats” is a metaphor. In this passage, Mrs. Comstock says Pete is a crow. Here is the quote from the book:

Do you think some slinking hulk was up there peekin’ in at Elnora?…

Any crow that perches on that roost again will get its feathers

somewhat scattered.

Write ten metaphors in sentence form. Do not just say “Sam is a pig.” Qualify WHY or WHEN the metaphor is applicable, as in “Sam is a pig when he eats.” 

NOTE!  Be sure that you write metaphors, and not similes. A simile uses “like” or “as.”  Here are examples of both:

Simile:    Dolly is as white as a sheet when she is scared.

Metaphor:  Dolly is just a big old sheet when she is scared.

Simile:    Suzie sings like a bird in the choir.

Metaphor: Suzie is the bird of the choir.

Simile:    Sam runs like the wind on that football field.

Metaphor:    Sam is the wind when he gets on that football field.

Reminder:  Your assignment is to write ten METAPHORS, not similes.
Chapter 7

Synopsis from the text:

Mrs. Comstock manipulates Margaret Sinton and Billy acquires a home.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
cistern    

In Context:    “Elnora hurried down the road and was soon at the cistern with a tub, busily washing arrow points, stone axes, tubes, pipes, and skin-cleaning implements.”  (p.122)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
implement

In Context:    “Elnora hurried down the road and was soon at the cistern with a tub, busily washing arrow points, stone axes, tubes, pipes, and skin-cleaning implements.”  (p.122)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
rueful or ruefully
In Context:     “’She went and told us to take it home,’ said Billy ruefully...” (p. 124)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
grit

In Context: “He’s so little, he needs so much, he’s got such splendid grit, and he’s perfectly unselfish with his brother and sister.’” (p. 129)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
assent 
In Context:
“’Of course,’ assented Elnora.”  (p.130)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________  

6.    The Word:
              mettlesome

In Context:       “Billy was standing in the carriage slashing the mettlesome horses with the whip. ” (p.131)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
impede

In Context:    “Sinton missed the lines at the first effort, but the dragging post impeded the horses, and he soon caught them.” (p.131)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.    The Word:
   stupefy  or  stupefied   
In Context:       “The nice lady was looking rather stupefied as Sinton approached her.” (p.132)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.    The Word:
    interpolate
In Context:
“’That little fellow - ’  ‘Hyena, you mean,’ interpolated Margaret.” (p.134)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.    The Word:
disfigure   or   disfigured
In Context:
“Sinton cut the cord with his knife and the poor little cats raced under the house bleeding and disfigured.” (p.133)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

11.    The Word:
infuriate
In Context:
“Sinton lifted him and something in his manner of handling the child infuriated Margaret.” (p.133)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

12.    The Word:
undaunted
In Context:
“’I think the one on my leg is the worst,’ said the undaunted Billy, holding out a raw place.” (p.135)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

13.    The Word:
dexterity
In Context:
“…he jumped on the big turkey’s back. Wesley heard Margaret’s scream in time to see the flying leap and admire its dexterity.” (p.137)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

14.    The Word:
appropriate
In Context:
“After supper Wesley took him (Billy) to the barn until he finished the night work. Then he went and sat by Margaret on the front porch. Billy appropriated the hammock, and swung by pulling a rope tied around a tree.” (p.139)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

15.    The Word:
reconcile
In Context:
“How do you reconcile that ‘Suffer little children to come unto Me’ with the way you are treating Billy?’” (p.140)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

16.    The Word:
rapturous
In Context:
“Billy sighed in rapturous content.” (p.142)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

17.    The Word:
repulse  or  repulsed

In Context:
“Margaret could have looked little more repulsed if he had been a snake.” (p.145)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

18.    The Word:
blissfully
In Context:
“’Do you love me tight as that?’ he questioned blissfully.” (p.147)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

19.    The Word:
audible
In Context:
“Billy’s voice, raised with excitement, was plainly audible.” (p.148)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

20.    The Word:
haggard
In Context:
“Sinton’s face was drawn and haggard, and Margaret’s set and defiant.” (p.148)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

21.    The Word:
defiant
In Context:
“Sinton’s face was drawn and haggard, and Margaret’s set and defiant.” (p.148)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

22.    The Word:
perversity
In Context:
“A very imp of perversity entered the breast of Mrs. Comstock and danced there.” (p.148)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

Consider this passage:



A very imp of perversity entered the breast 

of Mrs. Comstock and danced there.

What do you think the imp of perversity is? Do you have one? What does your imp of perversity make you want to do? Write a paragraph (at least 100 words). Be creative. 

Chapters 8 - 9

Synopsis from the text:

The Limberlost tempts Elnora, Billy buries his father, and Elnora discovers the violin.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
pupae
In Context:
“…overturning dead leaves under a hickory or oak tree, or pushing aside black muck with her bare hands as she searched for buried pupae cases.”  (p.158)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
interpose

In Context:
“’It’s all right, one of the neighbors was with her, and she got several dollars’ worth of stuff,’ interposed Sinton.’”  (p.161)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
inference 

In Context:
“’I just say in plain English, “if they don’t treat you right, come to me.” They have only said it in actions and inferences.’”  (p.162)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
spasmodic

In Context:
 “On her breast lay Billy’s red head; one hand clutched her dress font with spasmodic grip, even after he was unconscious.” (p. 163)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
patronize
In Context:
“She led the way through the city to the grocery they patronized when they had a small spread…”  (p.166)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________  

6.    The Word:
    surfeit
In Context:
“She simply gave what she could afford, and the change was as welcome to those city girls, accustomed to sodas and French candy, as were these same things to Elnora surfeited on popcorn and pie.” (p.167)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
papaw   (Also spelled pawpaw.)

In Context:
“In late October there was a riot over one (a basket) which was lined with red leaves and contained big fragrant papaws frostbitten to a perfect degree.” (p.167)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

Elnora and her girlfriends had a trade-off where they took turns treating one another to fun food items. Elnora brought different – but inexpensive – snacks and as the text says:



She never made any apology or offered any 

excuse. She simply gave what she could afford.

Are you content to be who you are as Elnora was or do you feel the pressure to “put on airs” or wear designer clothes and try to be something you really aren’t. Are you ever ashamed of your parents, your house, your cars because you feel they don’t measure up to your friends’ standards. Discuss this topic in a paragraph. Check spelling and punctuation before turning in your thoughts.

Chapter 10

Synopsis from the text:

Elnora has financial troubles and Mrs. Comstock again hears the Song of the Limberlost.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
garret   

In Context:    “’You see, it had been hidden away in a garret, and it needed cleaning and drying to make it fit to play again.’”  (p.182)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
quagmire

In Context:    “’He was on that side of the quagmire. Why he ever skirted it so close as to get caught is a mystery you will have to dream out. I never could understand it.’”  (p.183)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
improvise  (Find the definition that refers to music.)

In Context:     “…from the first day the instrument became hers…she spent half her practice time in imitating the sounds of all outdoors and improvising the songs her happy heart sang in those days. “  (p. 185)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
hoard

In Context: “She had hoarded every cent, thinking twice before she parted with a penny…” (p. 186)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
conscientious
In Context:
“She was a conscientious student, ranking first in most of her classes and standing high in all branches.”  (p.186)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________  

6.    The Word:
              assiduous     or      assiduously 

In Context:       “She was so absorbed in her classes and her music that she had not been able to gather specimens as usual. When she realized this and hunted assiduously, she soon found that changing natural conditions had affected such work. ” (p.187)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
trollop 

In Context:    “’Aunt Kate, what are you going to give Elnora when she graduates?’ ‘Plenty to eat, a good bed to sleep in, and do all the work while she trollops…’” (p.198)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: _______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.    The Word:
   terse  or  tersely
In Context:    “’A fool and his land are soon parted,’ said Mrs. Comstock tersely.” (p.132)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.    The Word:
     placid    or     placidly

In Context:
“’I think it’s a blessing she didn’t,’ said Margaret placidly.” (p.199)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.    The Word:
quaver
In Context:
“All nature had grown still, the violin sobbed, sang, danced, and quavered on alone…” (p.203)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

Consider this passage:



He was on that side of the quagmire. Why he ever 

                        skirted it so close as to get caught is a mystery you

                        will have to dream out. I never could understand it.

What an interesting choice of words for the author to use! “…it’s a mystery you will have to dream out.” Why the word “dream”? Why not “think about”? Could this be foreshadowing? Your assignment is to describe the dream you think Elnora might have. 

Chapter 11

Synopsis from the text:

Elnora graduates, and Freckles and the Angel send gifts.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
dumbfounded  

In Context:    “’The first chair! Lead the procession!’ Mrs. Comstock was dumbfounded.”  (p.208)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
bewilderment    (You may have to look up bewilder.)

In Context:    “In bewilderment, the Bird Woman drew her inside. ‘Did – did –‘ she faltered, ‘did you think you would wear that?’”   (p.209)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
vestry
In Context:     “The signal was given and Elnora began the slow march across the vestry and down the aisle.”  (pp.212-213)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
embowered 

In Context:           “In the blaze of light, Elnora climbed the steps to the palm-embowered platform, crossed it, and took her place.” (p. 213)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
conjure
In Context:
“She tried every refuge her mind could conjure to quiet her heart and remove the fear that the girl never would come home again...”  (p.215)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________  

6.    The Word:
   conspicuous      or      conspicuously 

In Context:      “One big package settled the trouble at Sintons’, for it contained … a five-dollar gold piece, conspicuously labeled ‘I earned this myself,’ from Billy…” (p.217)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
scrumptious

In Context:    “’Say, you ought to know him! He’s just scrumptious!’” (p.219)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: _______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.    The Word:
   bountiful  or  bountifully
In Context:  “’Tell your Uncle Wesley that his girl is bountifully remembered…’” (p.219)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.    The Word:
     chemise

In Context:
“She shook out a petticoat, with a hand-wrought ruffle a foot deep, then an old-fashioned chemise the neck and sleeve work of which was elaborate…” (p.221)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.    The Word:
embittered
In Context:
“…these came just when I was thinking she didn’t care what became of me…She is embittered.” (p.221)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

11.    The Word:
dray
In Context:
“It was late afternoon before she arrived, and a dray followed with a load of packages.” (p.224)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

none 

Chapter 12

Synopsis from the text:

Margaret Sinton reveals a secret and Mrs. Comstock possesses the Limberlost.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
reiterate  

In Context:    “’Moth!’ cried Mrs. Comstock. ‘You say that because you are mad…It’s no moth!’ reiterated Mrs. Comstock.”  (p.226)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
abject
In Context:    “She simply suffered in dumb, abject misery, an occasional dry sob shaking her.”   (p.227)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
ermine
In Context:     “She only had seen enough to know that there were such things, just as a flash of white told her that an ermine was on her premises, or a sharp ‘buzzzz’ warned her of a rattler.”  (p.228)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
reincarnation

In Context:           “…Elnora, like a reincarnation of her father, had stood fearlessly before a large city audience and played with even greater skill than he, on what Mrs. Comstock felt very certain, was his violin.” (p. 229)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
maw
In Context:
“Piece by piece she pitched into the green maw of the quagmire all those articles she had dusted carefully and fought moths from for years, and stood watching as it slowly sucked them down.”  (pp.237-238)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________  

6.    The Word:
   lard 

In Context:      “Throwing the boots by the back door she climbed to the loft over the spring house, and hunted an old lard oil lantern … one of (the) first manufactured for oil.” (p.243)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
influx

In Context:    “From that instance, she became the best moth bait ever invented … (and) the influx came her way. She snatched wildly here and there until she had one in each hand…” (p.246)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: _______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.    The Word:
   poke  (Be sure to look up the definition that fits this quote.)

In Context:  “’You take a pinch on their wings until I make a poke.’ Mrs. Comstock removed her apron, tearing off the strings. She unfastened and stepped from the skirt of her calico dress. With one apron string, she tied shut her band and placket.” (pp.247-248)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.    The Word:
     placket 

In Context:  “Mrs. Comstock removed her apron…She unfastened and stepped from (her) skirt…With one apron string, she tied shut her band and placket.” (p.248)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.    The Word:
livid
In Context:
“With livid face, she turned on the crouching man. ‘You nasty, sneaking son of Satan!’ she cried. ‘Why are you hiding there?’” (p.249)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

11.    The Word:
exemplary
In Context:
“Pete suddenly began catching moths with exemplary industry.” (p.251)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

Didactic Writing

The purpose of didactic writing is to give moral instruction. It is designed to impart information, advice, or some doctrine of morality or philosophy. Didacticism refers to the use of literary means to teach a doctrine. Most allegories (such as Pilgrim’s Progress) are regarded as didactic, as well as any other kind of literary work in which the theme embodies some philosophical, religious, moral, or other belief of the author. 

Consider the following quote from Girl of the Limberlost::



The wages of sin are the hardest debts on earth

to pay, and they are always collected at inconvenient

times and unexpected places.  (page 233)

Whether you agree with that statement or not, it is quite possibly the means the author chooses to convey her belief. That would make the quote an example of didacticism.

Your assignment is to think of a story plot that would use didacticism. Please do NOT write the story – just write a few sentences that describe what would happen in your story IF you wrote it. In other words, what story could you write that would “teach a lesson”?

End Part I

[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.emf]

About this teacher/author: Elaine Ernst Schneider is a teacher and freelance writer who has published articles, songs, and children's work. She is the managing editor of Lesson Tutor. Elaine writes the City Songs column for www.newcolonist.com and is the author of 52 Children’s Moments, found at http://www.lessontutor.com/ltstore.html . She currently teaches and writes curriculum for several education companies.
