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Presents

Language Arts Literature Study: Grade 7 - 8
Freckles

Author: Gene Stratton-Porter

Part I 

Assignments for Chapters 1-10

By: Elaine E. Schneider 

(Note: If you do not have a dictionary that you like, I recommend Merriam-Webster's School Dictionary.  One source for purchase of this dictionary is found online at: http://www.lessontutor.com/ltcreate9home.html .)

Chapter 1

Synopsis from the text:

Great risks are taken and the Limberlost Guard is hired.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
corduroy     (Look for the definition that does not mean fabric.) 

In Context:
“Freckles came down the corduroy that crosses the lower end of the Limberlost.” (p.3)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
enterprise

In Context:
“He was intensely eager to belong somewhere and to be attached to almost any enterprise that would furnish him food and clothing.” (p.3)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
ironwort

In Context:
“He broke a spray of ironwort beside him and used the purple bloom to beat the dust from his shoulders and limbs.” (p. 5)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
deference

In Context:
“The Boss never had exacted any deference from his men, yet so intense was his personality that no man of them ever had attempted a familiarity.” (p.6)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
consignment
In Context:
“Then he was ordered to southern Canada and Michigan to purchase a consignment of tall, straight timber for masts …” (p.6)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

6.    The Word:
    pungent
In Context:
“The clear, cool, pungent atmosphere was intoxicating.” (p.6)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
candour   (In today’s dictionaries, this is more often spelled candor.)

In Context:
“…he faced a young man…with…unswerving candour and the appearance of longing.” (p.7)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.    The Word:
    brogue
In Context:
“It was scarcely definite enough to be called brogue, yet there was a trick in the turning of the sentence, the wrong sound of a letter here and there, that was almost irresistible…and presaged a misuse of infinitives and possessives with which he was very familiar and which touched him nearly.” (p.8)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.    The Word:
    presage
In Context:
“It was scarcely definite enough to be called brogue, yet there was a trick in the turning of the sentence, the wrong sound of a letter here and there, that was almost irresistible…and presaged a misuse of infinitives and possessives with which he was very familiar and which touched him nearly.” (p.8)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.    The Word:
    beguiling
In Context:
“Freckles was leaning forward, absorbing every word with such intense eagerness that he was beguiling…” (p.8)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

11.    The Word:
    proffer
In Context:
“Freckesl shook his head at the proffer of a seat and folding his arms, stood straight as the trees around him.” (p.10)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

12.    The Word:
    apparatus
In Context:
“We’ll have supper, and then I will provide you with clean clothing, wading boots, the wire-mending apparatus, and a revolver. (p.13)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

What kind of man do you suppose Mr. McLean was to offer Freckles his father’s name?  Write your ideas and support them from what you read in the text. Write at least 100 words.

Assignments

Freckles

Gene Stratton-Porter

Chapter 2

Synopsis from the text:

Freckles proves his mettle and find friends.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
cudgel     

In Context:
“He cut a stout hickory cudgel, with a knot on the end as big as his fist; this never left his hand.” (p.17)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
sinuous

In Context:
“His heart stood still every time he saw the beautiful marsh grass begin a sinuous waving against the play of the wind...” (p.18)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
bittern

In Context:
“He bolted half a mile with the first boom of the bittern…” (p. 18)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
pandemonium

In Context:
“He could not see whether the dreaded snakes were on the trail, or, in the pandemonium, hear the rattle for which McLean had cautioned him to listen.” (p.19)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
repugnance
In Context:
“After its head had been crushed, he mastered an Irishman’s inborn repugnance for snakes sufficiently to cut off its rattles to show Duncan.  (p.20)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

6.    The Word:
    nuptial
In Context:
“One day, watching behind a tree, he saw a crane solemnly performing a few measures of a belated nuptial song-and-dance with his mate.” (p.20)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
swale   
In Context:
“He cleared a space of swale, and twice a day he spread a birds’ banquet.” (p.22)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.    The Word:
    rigour   (Today, this is spelled rigor.)

In Context:
“He was doing a man’s work faithfully, through every rigour of rain, snow, and blizzard.”  (p.23)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.    The Word:
    maimed
In Context:
“She knit him a heavy mitten for his left hand, and devised a way to sew and pad the right sleeve that protected the maimed arm in bitter weather.” (p.24)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.    The Word:
    sorrel
In Context:
“With a big, brown hand he lovingly stroked her rough, sorrel hair. (p.28)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

11.    The Word:
    chafed
In Context:
“Sarah Duncan stood alone in the middle of her two-roomed log cabin and lifted a bony, claw-like pair of hands, reddened by frequent immersion in hot water, cracked and chafed by exposure to cold...” (p.29)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

Consider the following quote from Freckles:
Freckles faced Mrs. Duncan with a trace of every pang of starved mother-hunger he veer had suffered written large on his homely splotched, narrow features.

“Oh, how I wish you were my mother!” he cried.

Mrs. Duncan attempted an echo of her husband’s laugh.

“Lord love the lad!” she exclaimed. “Why, Freckles, are you not bright enough to learn without being taught by a woman that I am your mother? If a great man like you doesn’t know that, learn it now and never forget it. Once a woman is the wife of any man, she becomes wife to all men for having had the wifely experience she knows! And once a man-child has beaten his way to life under the heart of a woman, she is mother to all men, for the hearts of mothers are everywhere the same. Bless you, laddie, I am your mother.”        

-- Adapted from pages 28-29

What do you think Sarah Duncan meant by these words? What is she saying about motherhood? Do you agree? Write at least 150 words.

Assignments

Freckles

Gene Stratton-Porter

Chapter 3

Synopsis from the text:

A feather falls and a soul is born.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
levies  (plural of levy)   

In Context:
“Nature always levies her tribute.” (p.33)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
plethora

In Context:
“…most of Freckles’ ‘chickens’ had deserted him, entered the swamp, and feasted to such a state of plethora on its store that they cared little for his supply.” (p.35)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
precipitately

In Context:
“With a screech of fear, the goldfinch fled precipitately.” (p. 39)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
novice

In Context:
“It would have been plain to the veriest novice that they were partners in that cradle.” (p.40)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
chagrin
In Context:
“The tide of Freckles’ discontent welled until he almost choked with anger and chagrin.”  (p.40)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

6.    The Word:
    vigilance
In Context:
“It was the one spot at which he might relax his vigilance.” (p.42)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
iridescent
In Context:
““From the clear sky above him … came a glossy, iridescent, big black feather.” (p.42)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.    The Word:
    moulting    (More often spelled molting today.)

In Context:
“Are the holy angels moulting?”  (p.42)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.    The Word:
    imperative
In Context:
“Then suddenly he lifted his voice and, as an imperative drumbeat, rolled it again: ‘Fin’ dout! Fin’ dout! Find out!’” (p.44)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.    The Word:
    coquettishly
In Context:
“Then he coquettishly drew away and ogled her.” (p.46)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

11.    The Word:
    ogled  
In Context:
““Then he coquettishly drew away and ogled her.” (p.46)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

12.    The Word:
    indiscriminate
In Context:
“He faced her squarely this time, and turned his head from side to side with queer little jerks and indiscriminate peckings at her wings and head.” (p.46)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

13.    The Word:
    diffident
In Context:
“Freckles broke into an unrestrained laugh, for the bird-lover was keen about his courting, while evidently his mate was diffident.” (p.47)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

14.    The Word:
    pommel
In Context:
“…then the Boss suddenly bent over the pommel and laughed with the boy.” (p.48)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

15.    The Word:
    drollery
In Context:
“Freckles decorated his story with keen appreciation and rare touches of Irish wit and drollery that made it most interesting as well as very funny.” (p.48)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

16.    The Word:
    naturalist
In Context:
“With an inborn gift for striking the vital point, a naturalist’s dawning enthusiasm for the wonders of the Limberlost, and the welling joy of his newly found happiness...” (p.48)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

17.    The Word:
    palpitant    (You may need to look up palpitate.)

In Context:
“…the palpitant throat and batting eyes of the frog…” (p.48)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

18.    The Word:
    aghast
In Context:
“McLean rode away leaving Freckles staring aghast.” (p.53)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

Re-read pages 40-41, paying particular attention to the description of the wildlife. Re-read your information about the author. Keeping both of these in mind, answer the following question in 100 words or more: How did Gene Stratton-Porter’s years as a naturalist and photographer lend realism to passages such as those on pages 40-41? 

Assignments

Freckles

Gene Stratton-Porter

Chapter 4

Synopsis from the text:

Freckles faces trouble bravely and opens the way for new experiences.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
veneer 

In Context:
“Then they make the furniture out of cheaper wood and cover it with the maple – veneer, they call it.” (p.59)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
ambled

In Context:
“They ducked, dodged, and ambled around him, over logs and bushes, and not even a near approach would drive them to flight.” (p.61)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
sentinel

In Context:
“…one morning the female was missing and only the big black chicken hung sentinel above the swamp.” (p. 61)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
scrupulously

In Context:
“…tested each section scrupulously, watching every foot of the trail, for he was determined not to slight his work.” (p.64)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
profusion
In Context:
“…here cat-tails grew in profusion.”  (p.64)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

6.    The Word:
    constituted
In Context:
“On either side of the trees that constituted the first arch of this dim vista of the swamp, he planted ferns that grew waist-high….” (p.65)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word: vista
In Context:
“On either side of the trees that constituted the first arch of this dim vista of the swamp, he planted ferns that grew waist-high….” (p.65)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.    The Word:
    botanist    (If your definition is that a botanist is one who studies botany, then you need to also define botany.)

In Context:
“Every day saw the addition of new specimens. The place would have driven a botanist wild with envy.”  (p.65)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.    The Word:
    interpolated
In Context:
“’And sometimes farther,’ interpolated Freckles, ‘cos I got them right here in Indiana...’” (p.66)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.    The Word:
    impervious
In Context:
“Wessner was impervious. ‘You just bet it is! Why, only think, Freckles, slavin’ away at a measly little thirty dollars a month, and here is a chance to clear five hundred in a day!’” (p.70)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

11.    The Word:
carrion  

In Context:
“…I (may) leave you here (as) carrion, for your carcass would turn …stomachs.” (p.72)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

12.    The Word:
    palpable
In Context:
“At the camp that morning, Wessner’s conduct had been so palpable an excuse to force a discharge...” (p.72)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

13.    The Word:
    bantam
In Context:
“He danced up, and as Wessner lunged in self-defense, ducked under his arm as a bantam and punched him in the pit of the stomach so that he doubled with a groan.” (p.74)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

14.    The Word:
    impetus
In Context:
“The Dutchman dealt thundering blows that sometimes landed and sent Freckles reeling, and sometimes missed, while he went plunging into the swale with the impetus of them.” (p.74)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

15.    The Word:
jauntily

In Context:
“He dabbed at a cut on his temple from which issued a tiny crimson stream, and jauntily shook back his hair.” (p.76)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

16.    The Word:
diabolical

In Context:
“...but into his eyes crept a look of diabolical mischief.” (p.76)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

17.    The Word:
wheedlesome    (You may have to look up wheedle.)

In Context:
“You see, the Boss might come riding down this trail any minute, and the little mare’s so wheedlesome that if she’d come on to … all of a sudden, she’d stop that short…” (p.78)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: _______________________________________________________________________

18.    The Word:
    plaintively
In Context:
“’And now will you be looking at the manners of him?’ questioned Freckles plaintively.” (p.78)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

19.    The Word:
contusions   
In Context:
“He unbuttoned the band of his right sleeve, and turning it back, exposed the blue-lined, callused whiteness of his maimed arm, now vividly streaked with contusions…” (p.79)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

20.    The Word:
covertly  
In Context:
“…he watched the Boss covertly.” (p.80)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

21.    The Word:
verdure  
In Context:
“The Boss stepped carefully over the velvet carpet to touch the walls of crisp verdure with gentle fingers.” (p.82)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ______________________________________________________________________

22.    The Word:
fathom
In Context:
“Who can fathom the heart of a boy?” (p.83)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

23.    The Word:
prostrate  
In Context:
“They stopped at the trunk of a monstrous prostrate log.  It had been cut three feet from the ground, over three-fourths of the way through, and had fallen toward the east, the body of the log still resting on the stump.” (p.85)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

24.    The Word:
coddled   
In Context:
“Freckles … carried the hissing, blinking little bird to the light in a leaf-lined hat. The men found it sufficiently wonderful…and coddled over it with every blarneying term of endearment.” (p.86)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

Because of the number of vocabulary words with this chapter, there is no writing assignment. 

Assignments

Freckles

Gene Stratton-Porter

Chapter 5

Synopsis from the text:

An angel materializes and a man worships.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
nymphs

In Context:
“Saints, nymphs, and fairies had floated down his cathedral aisle for him many times, with forms and voices of exquisite beauty.” (p.93)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
morass

In Context:
“…this dainty young thing rocked on the bit of morass on which she stood.” (p.93)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
indulgently    (You may have to look up indulgent.)

In Context:
“She smiled on him indulgently.” (p. 95)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
derided

In Context:
“He had derided Wessner at that same hour yesterday.” (p.95)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
marl
In Context:
“You should see the swamps of Michigan where they dump rattlers from the marl-dredgers three and four at a time!”  (p.96)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: _______________________________________________________________________

6.    The Word:
    dredge
In Context:
“You should see the swamps of Michigan where they dump rattlers from the marl-dredgers three and four at a time!”  (p.96)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word: emphatic
In Context:
“I look the character every day – but today most emphatic!” (p.102)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.    The Word:
    ravenous
In Context:
“Again Freckles found her of the swamp, for though she was almost ravenous, she managed her food as gracefully as his little yellow fellow, and her every movement was easy and charming.”  (pp. 102-103)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.    The Word:
    paraphernalia
In Context:
“She was staggering under a load of cameras and paraphernalia.” (p.103)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.    The Word:
deference

In Context:
“…the boy’s attitude of respect and deference appealed to me as being find as silk.” (p.105)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

11.    The Word:
naught 

In Context:
“…he was dreaming of naught but blind, silent worship.” (p.106)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

12.    The Word:
    abetted
In Context:
“That he would be abetted by Black Jack was almost certain, but fear had fled the happy heart of Freckles.” (p.106)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

Freckles prayed (pp.108-109):


Thank You for each separate good thing that has come to me…and above

all for the falling of the feather…and if it’s in the great heart of You to 

exercise Yourself any further about me; oh, do please to be taking good

care of her!

We find a similar prayer in the Bible that was offered by Jabez. (I Chronicles 4:10) 


Oh, that you would bless me indeed and enlarge my territory, that


Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 


that I may not cause pain!

Compare and contrast the two prayers. To compare and contrast two pieces of literature means to first write an overview of each; then compare the ways they are alike and tell how they are different. A conclusion paragraph should follow that. This assignment should have four paragraphs:

I. Introduction  (overviews of both)

II. Comparison of the pieces

III. Contrast of the pieces

IV. Conclusion   (sum it up)

Assignments

Freckles

Gene Stratton-Porter

Chapter 6

Synopsis from the text:

A fight occurs and women shoot straight.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
magnitude

In Context:
“He realized to the fullest the debt he already owed the Boss and the magnitude of last night’s declaration and promises.” (p.113)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
zeal

In Context:
“He was hourly planning to deliver his trust and then enter with equal zeal on whatever task his beloved Boss saw fit to set him next.” (p.113)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
bower
In Context:
“He would complete his flower bed, arrange every detail he had planned for his room, and make of it a bower fairies might envy.” (p. 114)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
incessantly

In Context:
“On the line he talked of her incessantly.” (p.114)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
dexterously 
In Context:
“He sent the cudgel whirling skyward, dexterously caught it, and set it spinning.”  (p.115)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: _______________________________________________________________________

6.    The Word: 
presumptuous

In Context:
“’You … presumptuous fool!’ he cried. ‘The thing for you to be thinking of would be to stretch in the muck for the feet of her to be walking over and then you could hold yourself holy to be even of that service to her.’”  (p.115)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word: inducement
In Context:
“Nor now his chickens not only represented all his former interest in them, but they furnished the inducement that was brining his Angel.” (pp.115-116)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.    The Word:
    provocation
In Context:
“The rattlers were sadly forgetting their manners, for they struck on no provocation whatever, and did not even remember to rattle afterward.”  (p. 117)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.    The Word:
    compelled 
In Context:
“Daily Freckles was compelled to drive big black snakes and blue racers from the nests of his chickens.” (p.117)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.    The Word:
incredulous

In Context:
“As she worked at setting up her camera, he told her of the birds of the line, while she stared at him, wide-eyed and incredulous.” (p.117)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

11.    The Word:
ecstatically

In Context:
“’It’s just fairy-land!’ she cried ecstatically.” (p.119)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

12.    The Word:
    vehemently
In Context:
“’There!’ she exclaimed vehemently.” (p.120)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

13.    The Word:
    rollicking
In Context:
“No song could have given the intense sweetness and rollicking quality of Freckles’ voice better scope.” (p.121)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: _______________________________________________________________________

14.    The Word:
    fusillade
In Context:
“Give Angel one of your revolvers, and you keep the other. We will separate and creep toward them from different sides and give them a fusillade that will send them flying.” (p.122)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

15.    The Word:
scandalous
In Context:
“Freckles was trimming his corners as closely as he dared, but if the Angel did not really intend to hit, she was taking risks in a scandalous manner.” (p.125)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

In this chapter, we have seen Freckles dream of loving the Angel. But, he does not allow himself to even entertain the thought that the Angel might “love him back.” Write a paragraph explaining some possible reasons that Freckles might think himself unworthy of the Angel’s love. Your paragraph should be at least 100 words.
Assignments

Freckles

Gene Stratton-Porter

Chapter 7

Synopsis from the text:

Freckles wins honor and finds a footprint on the trail.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
palpitation

In Context:
“His heart sank until he had palpitation in his wading boots.” (p.129)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
perfunctory

In Context:
“There had been people at the Home, who exchanged a stilted, perfunctory kindness for their salaries.” (p.129)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
preliminary
In Context:
“Freckles went skimming around the trail on … a preliminary trip before he locked it in his case and started his minute examination of his line on foot. (p. 134)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
obliterated

In Context:
“The afternoon sun had baked it hard, and the horses’ hoofs had not obliterated any part of it.” (p.135)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
veered      
In Context:
“…he veered far to one side and smiled at it in passing.”  (p.135)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: _______________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

Consider the following passage:



The visitors who called on receiving days he had divided into three


classes:  the psalm-singing kind, who came with a tear in the eye


and hypocrisy in every feature of their faces; the kind who dressed


in silks and jewels, and handed to those poor, little mother-hungry


souls worn toys that their children no longer cared for, in exactly the 


same spirit in which they pitched biscuits to the monkeys at the zoo,


and for the same reason – to see how they would take them and be


amused by what they would do; and the third class, whom he con-


sidered real people. They made him feel they cared that he was


there, and that they would have been glad to see him elsewhere.









(pp.129-130)

Freckles describes three types of people:

1. religious hypocrites who visited the orphans but really didn’t care about them

2. rich people who gave them things their own children wouldn’t want 

3. real people

Write a 5-paragraph essay and entitle it:  Those Who Would Help. Your first paragraph should be an overview of the three types of people that Freckles describes. The second paragraph should describe the religious hypocrites; the third should be about the rich that Freckles described; and the fourth paragraph should be how you envision Freckles would expand the term “real people.” The fifth paragraph should be a conclusion paragraph.

Outline:

Those Who Would Help

I. Introduction   (Introduce the concept of all three. Relate them to the passage above.)

II. Religious hypocrites  (Explain how Freckles arrived at this determination. Add other examples or facts for support.)

III. Rich people   (same as above)

IV. Real people    (same as above)

V. Conclusion   (When you sum up, be sure to mention II, III, and IV again. Then write a “clincher” sentence that explains how they all relate to each other.)

Assignments

Freckles

Gene Stratton-Porter

Chapter 8

Synopsis from the text:

Freckles meets a man of affairs and loses nothing by the encounter.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
jesting 

In Context:
“She was jesting, but under the jest the fact loomed strong that … there was something in her soul crying after that bit of feminine finery, and it made his heart ache for her.” (p.139)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
queried     (You may have to look up query.)

In Context:
“’Do you see anything heavenly about that hat?’ queried Freckles, holding it up.” (p.140)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
proprietor

In Context:
“Carrying the hat, Freckles … asked to see the proprietor.” (p. 142)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
extraordinary

In Context:
“The Angel’s father looked keenly into the face of this extraordinary young man, for he found it to his liking.” (p.143)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
acquitted
In Context:
“How had he acquitted himself? He only knew that he had lived up to his best impulse, and that is all anyone can do.”  (p.145)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

6.    The Word:
    quaint
In Context:
“She was in snowy white – a quaint little frock with a marvel of soft lace around her throat and wrists. (p.145)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word: tulle
In Context:
“On her head was a pure white creation of fancy braid, with folds on folds of tulle, soft and silken as cobwebs… (p.145)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.    The Word:
    tumult    
In Context:
“Freckles stood on the curb with drooped eyes, for he felt that if he lifted them the tumult of tender adoration in them would show and frighten her.”  (p.146)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.    The Word:
    dolt
In Context:
“He nodded his head and waved the papers in the direction she had indicated, and the veriest dolt could have read the words his lips formed.” (p.150)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.    The Word:
 thwarted

In Context:
“She was highly strung and not accustomed to being thwarted.” (p.150)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

11.    The Word:
insolence  

In Context:
“She walked to the fountain, and a long row of people stared with all the varying degrees of insolence and curiosity that Freckles had felt they would.” (p.151)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

12.    The Word:
    assent
In Context:
“The white-aproned individual stepped back and gave delighted assent.” (p.151)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

13.    The Word:
knack

In Context:
“Ain’t a clerk here can put up a drink to touch her. She’s a sort of knack at it.” (p.153)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

14.    The Word:
    concoction
In Context:
“I honestly believe that the interest she takes in it is half the trick, for I watch her closely and I can’t come within gun-shot of her concoctions.” (p.153)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

15.    The Word:
subtlety

In Context:
“There was subtlety in the compliment and it delighted the Angel.” (p.154)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

16.    The Word:
jeered    (Look up jeer.)

In Context:
“The Angel jeered. ‘Wild horses couldn’t drag her away,’ she cried.” (p.154)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

Write a paragraph of at least 100 words telling why you think Freckles referred to Angel’s father as “the man of affairs.” 

Assignments

Freckles

Gene Stratton-Porter

Chapter 9

Synopsis from the text:

The Limberlost falls upon Mrs. Duncan and Freckles comes to the rescue.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
condescendingly 

In Context:
“If they would remind him of his position, speak condescendingly, or notice his hand, he could endure it …” (p.159)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
comradeship    

In Context:
“He must not allow her to torture him past endurance with her frank comradeship that meant to him high heaven...” (pp.159-160)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
ominous

In Context:
“There was an ominous growl of thunder...” (p. 160)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
resolutely

In Context:
“It was at the first growl of thunder that Freckles really had noticed the weather, and putting his own troubles aside resolutely, he raced for the swamp.” (p.162)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
convulsively
In Context:
“Her fingers closed convulsively around the second strand.”  (p.162)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

6.    The Word:
    extricate
In Context:
“She picked up the club that she had dropped in order to extricate herself. (p.163)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word: brawny
In Context:
“Then, brawny, big Scotswoman though she was, she quietly keeled over again.” (p.165)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

Consider the following quote:


McLean smiled. “What about that last tree?” he said.


Freckles blushed and grinned appreciatively.


“Angels and Bird Women don’t count in the common run,


sir,” he affirmed, shamelessly.


McLean sat in the saddle and laughed.     (page 166)

What do you suppose Freckles meant by his response that the Angel and Bird Woman are not from the common run? Write a four paragraph essay. The first paragraph should set forth the concept of “the common run” and should introduce the Angel and Bird Woman as examples. The second paragraph should deal with the Angel and list specific examples to support the conclusion that she is not from the common run. The third paragraph should discuss the Bird Woman in the same way. The fourth paragraph should be your conclusion.

Assignments

Freckles

Gene Stratton-Porter

Chapter 10

Synopsis from the text:

Freckles strives mightily and the Swamp Angel rewards him.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
rendezvous 

In Context:
“…since the memory of the first settlers it has been rendezvous for runaways, thieves, and murderers.” (p.171)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
appendage    

In Context:
“He says if Ireland had been as big and fertile as Indians, why, England wouldn’t ever have had the upper hand. She’d only be an appendage. Fancy England as an appendage!” (p.172)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
orators

In Context:
“He says Ireland has the finest orators and the keenest statesmen in Europe today…” (p. 172)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
statesmen

In Context:
“He says Ireland has the finest orators and the keenest statesmen in Europe today…” (p. 172)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
jaunting     (You will probably have to look up jaunt.)

In Context:
“Ireland has the greenest grass and trees, the finest stones and lakes, and they’ve jaunting-cars.”  (p.172)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

6.    The Word:
    frescoed     (Look up fresco.)

In Context:
“The cathedral was majestically beautiful, from arched dome of frescoed gold, green, and blue in never-ending shades and harmonies, to the mosaic aisle she trod, richly inlaid in choicest colors, and gigantic pillars that were God’s handiwork…” (p.173)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word: mosaic
In Context:
“The cathedral was majestically beautiful, from arched dome of frescoed gold, green, and blue in never-ending shades and harmonies, to the mosaic aisle she trod, richly inlaid in choicest colors, and gigantic pillars that were God’s handiwork…” (p.173)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.  The Word: immortal
In Context:
“Freckles, when you go into the world, if you can face a big audience and sing like that, just once, you will be immortal, and anything you want will be yours.” (p.175)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.  The Word: mantled
In Context:
“So warm a wave swept her heart that a half-flush mantled her face.” (p.177)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

Consider the following quote:


He sent a big piece of bark flying into the swale, and then stopped short and stared at the trail. The Bird Woman bent forward. Together they studied that imprint of the Angel’s foot. At last their eyes met, the Bird Woman’s filled with astonishment and McLean’s humid with pity. Neither said a word, but they knew. McLean entered the swale and hunted up the bark. He replaced it, and the Bird Woman carefully stepped over.     (page 170)

This passage indicates that Freckles silently and privately loved the Angel. It has been said that humans need someone or something to love. Do you believe that? Write a paragraph explaining why or why not. Be sure to support your position with facts or examples either from the book Freckles or other sources. Your paragraph should be at least 100 words.

Assignment Outlines for Part 2 (Chapters 11 – 20) available soon at 

                               http://www.lessontutor.com/lit7home.html
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