www.lessontutor.com presents...

Fingerspelling Practice Puzzles

The Importance of the ASL Alphabet

The ASL alphabet is the starting point for sign language communication, especially
for a new learner. As one accumulates and assimilates signed concepts, his or her
personal "library"” of signs grows - in other words, signers begin to develop a set of
signs with which they become familiar. But as a part of that process, there are
words/concepts that are unfamiliar. Spelling these to a knowledgeable signer, whether
hearing or hearing impaired, is a way to communicate as well as request help with

learning the sign for the spelled word.

Additionally, some signs incorporate alphabet signs. While this occurs most often in
Signed English where some words are initialized (see
http://www.lessontutor.com/eesASLIntro.html) it does occur in straight ASL as well.
For instance, the signer may find a description in an ASL dictionary in which the hand
shape is explained as an alphabet letter. Expertise in signing the alphabet is a boon to

the signer and in some instances, can even be critical.
This package includes:

¢ an activity worksheet for spelling your own name using the ASL alphabet,
® 4 wordsearch puzzles,

¢ 2 math mazes to introduce numbers 1 - 10,

® 2 math puzzles, and

® 1 connect-the-dots picture.
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