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Journey to the Centre of the Earth

Author: Jules Verne

Assignments – Part I 

Chapters 1-15

By: Elaine E. Schneider 

(Note: If you do not have a dictionary that you like, I recommend Merriam-Webster's School Dictionary.  One source for purchase of this dictionary is found online at: http://www.lessontutor.com/ltcreate9home.html .)

Assignments

Journey to the Centre of the Earth

Jules Verne

Chapters 1-3

Synopsis:

The reader meets Professor Otto Lidenbrock and his nephew, Axel, who live in Hamburg, Germany. Professor Lidenbrock is a scholar in the areas of mineralogy and geology. Axel, his orphaned nephew, lives with him and is his laboratory assistant. One day, Professor Lidenbrock comes home with an ancient Icelandic manuscript that he believes to be written in Runic lettering. A scrap of paper stuck between the manuscript’s pages intrigues Professor Lidenbrock’s interest, as it is a cryptogram – a secret message!  

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
culinary

In Context:
“…dinner was only just beginning to sizzle on the kitchen stove…And our good Martha went back to her culinary laboratory.” (p.7)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
irascible

In Context:
“But as for getting the most irascible of professors to see reason, that was a task beyond a man of my rather undecided character.” (p.7)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
formidable

In Context:
“I rushed into my formidable master’s study.” (p. 8)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
eccentric

In Context:
“Otto Lidenbrock was not, I must admit, a bad man; but, unless he changes in the most unlikely way, he will end up as a terrible eccentric.” (p.8)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
recalcitrant
In Context:
“Indeed, in his lectures at the Johannaeum, the professor would often stop short, struggling with a recalcitrant word which refused to slip between his lips…” (p.8)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

6.    The Word:
    calumny
In Context:
“Mischievous students indeed, asserted that it (his nose) was magnetized and attracted iron filings. This was sheer calumny: it attracted nothing but snuff...” (p.10)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
impetuous

In Context:
“When…he walked along, he kept his fists tightly clenched, a sure sign of an impetuous temperament...” (p.10)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.   The Word:
   meticulous

In Context:
“Specimens of everything in the mineral world were to be found there, labeled with meticulous exactitude…” (p.12)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.  The Word:
ensconced

In Context:
“He was ensconced in his big…velvet armchair and was holding a book which he was considering with the profoundest admiration.” (p.12)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.  The Word:
bibliomaniac 

In Context:
“This exclamation reminded me that Professor Lidenbrock was also a bibliomaniac in his spare time; but a book had no value in his eyes unless it was unique or, at the very least, unreadable.” (p.12)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

11.  The Word:
polyglot

In Context:
“And Professor Lidenbrock…was reputed to be a regular polygot. Not that he could speak fluently all the two thousand languages and four thousand dialects used on this earth, but at least he was familiar with a good many of them.” (p.15)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

12.  The Word:
stentorian

In Context:
“I had come to my last prawn when a stentorian voice tore me away from the pleasure of dessert.” (p.16)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

13.  The Word:
cryptogram

In Context:
“’It’s what they call a cryptogram,’ he said, ‘in which the sense is concealed by a deliberate jumbling of the letters…’” (p.18)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

14.  The Word:
alchemist

In Context:
“’Arne Saknussemm!’ he cried triumphantly. ‘Why, that’s…an Icelandic name, that of a famous alchemist of the sixteenth century!’” (p.18)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

15.   The Word:
savant

In Context:  “’But the savants of the sixteenth century generally wrote in Latin…’” (p.10)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

16.  The Word:
abstruse

In Context:
“She loved getting to the bottom of abstruse scientific problems.” (p.21)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

Professor Lidenbrock found a cryptogram. He describes a cryptogram as:


A message where the “sense is concealed by a deliberate

jumbling of the letters, which would make an intelligible

sentence if they were correctly rearranged.”

Your assignment is to create a secret message – your own cryptogram. Figure out what your method will be. Will numbers stand for letters? Will the order of the letters or sounds have a set pattern unlike the natural way we speak? (“Pig-Latin” is an example of rearranging the order of sounds.) Will you create different symbols to stand for letters? It is up to you. You must write at least two sentences in your secret code. Then explain your code and write the translation of your message.

Recap- You will have these things in your assignment:

1. The cryptogram itself – the coded message. It must be two sentences, no more and no less.

2. An explanation of your decoding method. What would you write to a translator to help him “crack” the code?

3. The decoded cryptogram written in English, normal spelling, normal syntax.

Have fun, Sherlock!

Chapters 4-6

Synopsis:

Axel cracks the code and the Professor and his nephew pack their bags.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
logogryphic

In Context:
“What if he wanted to go on with this logogryphic riddle?” (p.24)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
siliceous

In Context:
“As it happened, a mineralogist at Besancon had just sent us a collection of siliceous geodes which had to be classified.” (p.24)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
tantamount

In Context:
“I will keep the secret…To pass it on would be tantamount to killing Professor Lidenbrock.” (p. 29)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
atlas

In Context:
“…I recently received a map…Take down the third atlas in the second section of the big bookcase, series Z, fourth shelf.” (p.35)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
kalends   (Also spelled calends) 
In Context:
“He observed that at the approach of the kalends of July, in other words towards the end of June, one of the peaks of the mountain, a peak called Scartaris, cast its shadow as far as the mouth of the crater in question……” (p.37)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

6.    The Word:
    incandescent 
In Context:
“Consequently all the substances inside the earth must be in a state of incandescent gas, for gold, platinum, and even the hardest rocks cannot resist such a temperature.” (p.38)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
ethereal

In Context:
“Wasn’t it generally believed until Fourier that the temperature of interplanetary space steadily decreased, and don’t we know now that the lowest temperature in the ethereal regions is never below forty or fifty degrees below zero?” (pp.38-39)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.   The Word:
   phenomena      

In Context:
“’We shall see – that is, if it is possible to see anything there.’

‘And why shouldn’t it be possible? May we not count on electrical phenomena to give us light, and even on the atmosphere, whose pressure may render it luminous as we approach the center?’” (p.41)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.  The Word:
luminous 

In Context:
“’May we not count on electrical phenomena to give us light, and even on the atmosphere, whose pressure may render it luminous as we approach the center?’” (p.41)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

At first, Axel isn’t carried away with the idea of a trip to the center of the earth. But as Professor Lidenbrock talks on, Axel catches his uncle’s excitement. Have you ever thought you would not enjoy something, then changed your mind once you tried it? Write a paragraph telling about your experience. Your paragraph should be in first person. This means you will use the pronoun “I” to tell your story:


Once when I was a small child…    etc.

Chapters 7-9

Synopsis:

The Professor and Axel travel to Iceland.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
speculation

In Context:
“Had I been listening to the mad speculations of a lunatic or to the scientific conclusions of a genius?” (p.42)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
contradictory

In Context:
“I drifted about among a thousand contradictory hypotheses, without succeeding in grasping a single one.” (p.42)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
abate

In Context:
“But an hour later I must admit that this excitement of mine abated, my nerves relaxed, and from the depths of the earth I rose once more to the surface.” (p. 42)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
presentiment

In Context:
“A presentiment was guiding me, which was fully justified, for soon I caught sight of my little Grauben walking briskly towards Hamburg.’” (p.43)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
enterprise

In Context:
“’It is a good thing for a man to distinguish himself by some great enterprise.’” (p.43)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

6.    The Word:
    disconcerted
In Context:
“And she was pushing me into it, even though she was in love with me! I was disconcerted, and to tell the truth, ashamed of myself.” (p.44)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
alpenstock

In Context:
“My uncle had spent the afternoon buying some of the things he needed for his journey, and the path was littered with…rope ladders, knotted cords, torches…alpenstocks…and pickaxes to burden at least a dozen men.” (pp.44-45)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.   The Word:
   irreparable

In Context:           “’Think of time! Time flying with irreparable speed!’” (p.46)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.  The Word:
portmanteau 

In Context:
“It was she who took it upon herself to pack everything I needed in a little portmanteau.” (p.46)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.   The Word:
   chasm

In Context:    “I became delirious. I felt the Professor’s strong hand gripping me, dragging me along, pulling me into chasms and quicksands.” (p.47)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

11.   The Word:
   interminable

In Context:       “I kept hurtling into bottomless abysses with the increasing velocity of bodies dropping through space. My life had become an interminable fall.” (p.47)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

12.   The Word:
betrothed

In Context:       “’Go, Axel dear, go,’ she said. ‘You are leaving your betrothed, but when you come back, you will find your wife.’” (p.47)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

13.   The Word:
   propitious

In Context:        “It was a vast succession of uninteresting, monotonous, loamy, and fertile plains – good railway country, and propitious for those straight lines so dear to railway companies.” (p.50)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

14.   The Word:
   trepidation

In Context:  “I followed him with … trepidation, for I had no head for heights.”     (p.54)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

15.   The Word:
   equilibrium

In Context:      “I possessed neither the equilibrium of an eagle nor its steady nerves.” (p.54)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

16.   The Word:
   sheaf

In Context:         “Far away on one side there was the green country, and on the other the sea was sparkling under a sheaf of sunbeams.” (p.54)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

17.   The Word:
   vertigo

In Context:     “My first lesson in vertigo lasted an hour. When at last I was allowed to come down again and walk on the solid paving stones in the streets, I could scarcely stand upright.” (p.55)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

18.   The Word:
schooner

In Context:         “A few minutes later the schooner, under her foresail, brigantine, topsail, and topgallant sail, got under way and swept through the straits.” (p.56)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

19.   The Word:
brigantine

In Context:         “A few minutes later the schooner, under her foresail, brigantine, topsail, and topgallant sail, got under way and swept through the straits.” (p.56)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

20.   The Word:
straits

In Context:         “A few minutes later the schooner, under her foresail, brigantine, topsail, and topgallant sail, got under way and swept through the straits.” (p.56)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

21.   The Word:
sumptuous

In Context:         “…the castle…now serves as a sumptuous lodge for the doorkeeper of the straits...” (p.56)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

22.   The Word:
perforated

In Context:         “Soon we came in sight of a huge perforated rock, through which the foaming sea was pouring furiously.” (p.58)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

23.   The Word:
coadjutor 

In Context:         “As for the Bishop’s coadjutor, Mr. Picturssen, he was on a pastoral tour in the north just then…” (p.59)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

Axel describes Iceland as he sees it. Do a little research and write a paragraph on Iceland as YOU see it. Your paragraph should be at least 150 words.

Chapters 10-12

Synopsis:

The Professor and Axel learn the truth about Saknussemm, a guide is secured for their journey, and the journey to Sneffels is begun.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
compulsory 

In Context:
“Dinner was ready, and Professor Lidenbrock did full justice to it, for his compulsory fast on board had turned his stomach into an unfathomable gulf.” (p.63)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
unfathomable

In Context:
“Dinner was ready, and Professor Lidenbrock did full justice to it, for his compulsory fast on board had turned his stomach into an unfathomable gulf.” (p.63)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
compatriot 

In Context:
“’We founded a literary society…and it publishes books to educate our compatriots and does great services to the country.’” (p. 64)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
heresy

In Context:
“’Because Arne Saknussemm was persecuted for heresy and in 1573 his works were burnt...’” (p.65)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
supposition

In Context:
“’…I was just making a supposition…’” (p.65)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

6.    The Word:
    diabolical
In Context:
“…he kept trying to assume an innocent expression which looked more like a diabolical grin.” (p.66)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
garner

In Context:
“’You will garner a rich harvest of interesting observations there.’” (p.67)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.   The Word:
   supple

In Context:           “This Icelander was supple in his movements, but he did not move his arms very much…” (p.68)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.  The Word:
indolent

In Context:
“Everything about him indicated a perfectly calm temperament, not indolent but peaceful.” (p.68)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.   The Word:
   verbiage 

In Context:    “I gathered more about his character from the way in which he listened to the Professor’s excited verbiage.” (p.68)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

11.   The Word:
   edification

In Context:       “’After,’ said the Professor, for my edification” (p.70)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

12.   The Word:
ingenuity

In Context:       “All our ingenuity was devoted to packing every article to the best advantage…” (p.70)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

13.   The Word:
   manometer 

In Context:        “…A manometer of compressed air, to indicate pressure higher than that of the atmosphere at sea level.” (p.70)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

14.   The Word:
   mattock     

In Context:  “The tools consisted of two mattocks, two pickaxes, a silk rope ladder...”     (p.71)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

15.   The Word:
   loggerheads 

In Context:      “…I later learnt that he and the Governor were at loggerheads over some administrative question and avoided meeting each other.” (p.72)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

16.   The Word:
   meager 

In Context:         “We rode between two meager pastures which were having all the trouble in the world to look green...” (pp.74-75)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

17.   The Word:
   encroaching 

In Context:        “Often these chains of barren rocks would stretch out towards the sea, encroaching on the pasture...” (p.75)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

18.   The Word:
centaur

In Context:    “I could not help smiling at seeing him, such a tall man, on his little horse, and, as his long legs almost touched the ground, he looked like a centaur with six legs.” (p.75)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

19.   The Word:
amphibious

In Context:         “’…you will see him plunge straight into the water as if he were amphibious and swim across to the opposite bank.’” (p.75)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

20.   The Word:
dilapidated

In Context:         “These dilapidated huts gave the impression of asking the passer-by for charity, and we almost felt inclined to give them alms.” (p.76)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

21.   The Word:
alms

In Context:         “These dilapidated huts gave the impression of asking the passer-by for charity, and we almost felt inclined to give them alms.” (p.76)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

22.   The Word:
obliterate/obliterated

In Context:         “In this region there were no roads or paths, and the vegetation, however slowly it grew, soon obliterated all trace of the rare traveler.” (p.76)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

23.   The Word:
subterranean 

In Context:         “What then could we expect to see in the regions convulsed by eruptions and born of volcanic explosions and subterranean disturbances?” (p.76)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

24.   The Word:
quadruped

In Context:         “However intelligent our horses might be, I did not look forward to crossing an arm of the sea on the back of a quadruped.” (p.77)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

none

Chapters 13-15

Synopsis:

Hans, Axel, and Professor Lidenbrock spend their first night just inside Sneffels’ crater.

Vocabulary:

1.  The Word:
taciturnity   (You may have to look up taciturn. Note that taciturn is an adjective and taciturnity is a noun. Be careful to use the right form of the word!)

In Context:
“…silence fell on these little people at the arrival of the soup, and the taciturnity natural to Icelanders, even in childhood, resumed its sway.” (p.82)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Word:
lichen

In Context:
“The host served out to us a soup made from lichen and by no means unpleasant, then a huge piece of dried fish...” (p.82)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Word:
remuneration

In Context:
“…we took leave of the Icelandic peasant, my uncle persuading him…to accept a suitable remuneration...” (p. 82)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Word:
counterscarp

In Context:
“On the right, the chain of mountains stretched away indefinitely like a huge system of natural fortifications, whose counterscarp we were following…” (p.82)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Word:
silhouette

In Context:
“The solitude became more and more profound; but sometimes we seemed to see a human silhouette fleeing in the distance… (p.83)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

6.    The Word:
    hovel
In Context:
“…we were obliged to spend the night in deserted hovel worthy to be haunted by all the goblins in Scandinavian mythology…” (p.83)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

7.  The Word:
torrent

In Context:
“…a huge solidified torrent came down from the neighboring mountains, testifying to the former violence of these now extinct volcanoes.” (p.84)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

8.   The Word:
   architrave

In Context:           “These straight, perfectly proportioned pillars supported an architrave of horizontal columns which projected so as to form half an arch over the sea.” (p.86)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

9.  The Word:
rector

In Context:
“’The rector!’ repeated the latter. ‘It seems, Axel, that this good man in the rector.’” (p.87)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

10.   The Word:
   pittance

In Context:    “They receive a ridiculously small pittance from the Danish Government, and from their parish they get a quarter of the tithe, which does not amount to as much as sixty marks or four pounds a year.” (p.87)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

11.   The Word:
   dubious

In Context:       “This worthy couple were holding us to ransom like any Swiss innkeeper, and putting a high price on their dubious hospitality.” (p.91)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

12.   The Word:
tufaceous   (You may have to look up tufa.) Note: tufaceous is the adjective and tufa is the noun. Be sure to use the right form when writing your sentence.)

In Context:       “The vast quantity of this…was…separated by thinner seams of tufaceous pumice.” (p.92)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

13.   The Word:
   recapitulate 

In Context:        “…I recapitulated in my mind the whole geographical history of Iceland.” (p.92)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

14.   The Word:
   alluvial      

In Context:  “Iceland, which is absolutely devoid of alluvial soil, is entirely composed of volcanic tufa…”     (p.93)

Guess the Meaning:________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:             The Descriptive Paragraph

The descriptive paragraph paints a picture. It describes a person, place, thing, or idea. The last paragraph of chapter 15 is an excellent example of a descriptive paragraph:

At last, at eleven o’clock at night, in complete

darkness, we reached the summit of Sneffels;

and before taking shelter inside the crater, I

had time to see the midnight sun, at the lowest

 point of its course, casting its pale rays on the 

island sleeping at my feet.

Your assignment is to write three descriptive sentences. Use interesting adjectives to modify the nouns. Think about how things appear, sound, taste, or feel. Paint a picture with your words, creating an effect with strong verbs. Do NOT use these “same old, same old” verbs: is, am, are, was, has, and have. Do NOT use these adjectives: big, small, little, old, new, sad, or happy. Do NOT use these adverbs: very or really.  Final note: Each sentence must have at least two descriptive adjectives.

(end part 1)
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